ILLAWARRA INTERCLUB REPORT

The westerly wind was gusting once again on Cleveland Rd and it was always going to be a hard 51km, particularly the first 5 km straight into the wind. It was to prove decisive for the packs with co-ordinated pacelines.

Division 2 was split into 9 groups, 15 minutes apart. The limit group of 4 were quickly broken up and it was Ken Aitkinson from GCC who ran away and was never caught by anyone. Juan Ruiz and Glen McAlister were left to ride alone while the groups behind caught and then passed them. 
The big 10.30 bunch containing James Cameron, Jason Hogan, James Mottram and Maria Prosperi were riding extremely well and were difficult to catch.

Meanwhile, all the bunches bar scratch had amalgamated by half way and were proving a problem for the scratch bunch.

The scratch bunch at 15min included Glenn Gapps and Wally Erven, both of whom were the strongest in the bunch. Glenn was particularly good on the day. Probably due to a lack of cohesion in the scratch bunch, the numbers were quickly dwindled to 5 by half way, led by the two ICC riders. Numerous dropped riders were passed with none able to grab a wheel except Peter Vessell who then hung on all the way for the final sprint. Well done Peter!
By the last climb up Marshall Mount, the big pack was at the top with the small scratch bunch beginning the ascent and splitting up. With a more disciplined line and final effort, the bunch of around 40 was caught on the flat on Huntley with 6km to go. 
Turning into Cleveland Rd the pace went ballistic, with only around 15 riders able to stay on the front. This included about 10 ICC riders. In the final 500m Glenn took the front in what was a fast and dangerous sprint by others, resulting in Wally Erven and George Galvin being forced  off the right hand side of the road into the paddock. 

Glenn Gapps took second in the sprint and 3rd place, as the GCC rider had beaten us by over 2 mins. Glenn also took fastest time and is now second in the pointscore for Div 2. Well done Glenn and deserved.

 
Division One race was won by Rene Kolbach (Macarthur) from Mitchell Pearson (Eurobodalla) and Brodie Talbot (Macarthur). All three riders started from the scratch mark. ICC had no riders in the scratch or block bunches.
The next Interclub is at Menangle on the Smeaton Range Course. This is a THREE lap course over rolling hills, the hardest climb being out of the far turn back over the bridge. Note that the finish line is not at the start but 4km back over the first bridge. This makes the course shorter than the ICC one at about 42km. In the last 2 years, scratch bunches have dominated the finish.
It may be appropriate to remind everyone about SAFETY when sprinting in large bunches. Please be aware that riders WILL be passing on the right and that ANY quick change of direction across the road may impact on these riders. In other words, ride a STRAIGHT line and be AWARE of riders on the RIGHT.
