A GRADE

Thanks to Marcus (‘Derny’) for this brilliant report from the front on his derny.

It was a star studded A grade field for the Illawarra 2 day Tour with Sutherland sending a strong contingent which included NSW M3 road champion Richard Vial and renowned strongmen Paul McKenzie and Graham Rutter.  Moto-X star Troy Herfoss travelled up from Goulburn to test the Illawarra boys on their home course. The 9km Time Trial was won by former Illawarra club champion Mark Jewel in 12:07 from Danny Hennessy 12:20, Mark Wall 12:42 and Sam Arnold 12:44. The 27 km points race saw several attempted breakaways from Richard Vial but Ryan Baillie shut them down with impressive turns of speed.

The 3 intermediate sprint points saw Mark Jewel defending his lead by contesting the first 2. However immediately after the second sprint Guy Matthiske attacked the bunch and Sam Arnold responded and went with him. The two swapped turns of pace for the final 9km and stole 20 seconds on the bunch with Arnold taking a further 10 seconds for the stage win. Arnold jumped to second on GC with Hennessy third. On the Sunday morning 67km scratch r!

 Ace 2009 2 day tour winner Craig Paul played policeman for his neighbour Mark Jewel by marking all attempted breaks. Matt Pellow had good gap on lap 2 but was brought back by the bunch. On lap 3 with 22km remaining to race Guy Mattiske and David Mainwaring broke clear and had the bunch chasing at 60+kph with the tailwind along Huntley road with policeman Paul in tow. With the 3 GC leaders in the bunch the break needed to be reeled in but Matthiske and Mainwaring were stomping on the pedals and never looked like being caught. They had a massive gap at the finish with Paull taking the stage bonus points in an attempt to limit Jewel's losses. But the time gap was too much and the 3 breakaway companions took the podium positions with Guy Matthiske a worthy winner from Paul and Mainwaring. Matthiske also took the KOM title as well as the yellow jersey. Mark Jewel finished 4th with Sam Arnold 5th.
Nice report Marcus, you forgot to mention tht Craig’s TT was not up to his usual standard and that he had lost a good chunk of time. To retrieve 2nd place at the end was outstanding!


D GRADE REPORT by Ben Arnold,
 with assistance from Marcus & Neil!
The D grade time trial saw Mark Malloy smashing a monster gear to take a  37 second lead from Maria Prosperi in second place. Malloy’s time was 13:49 with Prosperi 14:26. Junior riders Brad Murray and Blair Arnold took 3rd and 4th with 14:56 and 15:06 respectively. Lucas Hughes was only 5 seconds away in 5th.. In the following points race Malloy broke away from the bunch to extend his advantage over the field which remained together. The 44km scratch race on Sunday would be a formality for Malloy barring a puncture or bad luck – he did drop a chain but the bunch slowed for him in a sporting gesture. 13 year old Brad Murray took the KOM title from Maria Prosperi and rode strongly to defend his 3rd placing on GC. Lucas Hughes moved from 5th place to 4th when Blair Arnold cracked after a valiant attempt to steal the KOM points failed. Peter and Lisa Newing rode strongly as always and nice guy Malloy paid tribute to all the riders after the race. Maria Prosperi held on for 2nd with Murray 3rd.

C GRADE report by Wally 
There’s a few comments on the Sutherland CC website Forum that you may wish to read.

Sutherland CC Forum. Yes, the riding was hard and fast.
After the TT two Sutherland boys (Tony U and James Archer) had a good edge over the ICC. Alex Verdi did our best TT, once again on his fixed gear. 
Out onto the 27 km SR and it was obvious that the ICC crew had a simple plan, take turns hitting them off the front. Everyone of the ICC riders took it in turn to do just that, with the 2 leading Sutho riders taking the bait each time. Kerry was an early exit after an inopportune puncture.

At approximately half way, James Archer (Sutho) and Alex Verdi (ICC) took a 400m lead from the bunch. Tony Unicomb (Sutho), currently leading the GC, sprinted from the bunch to try to catch them alone, not realising that Wally had jumped on his tail. Almost reaching the two breakaways, Tony had blown. It was almost with compassion that Wally jumped him and caught James and Alex, who continued with the break and were never caught. At day’s end Tony was still in the lead on GC, with Alex 2nd.

Sunday’s 64k SR started as if on a Sunday social ride. Not for long. George Galvin and James Mottram took a lead of over 500m until caught right on the KOM line after a Sutherland chase. Things settled down until the dog track where Michael Comensoli and Kerry Seadon (looking to avenge Saturday’s puncture) took a good lead out to almost 1 km, taking bonus sprint and KOM points. They were caught by the bunch along Huntley after almost a whole lap. 

Frank Tortorici took advantage of lap 2’s sprint to take off while they were recovering. Wally saw this and chased solo after Frank. The two made an excellent combination to eventually win by some 50 seconds and Frank also to take 2nd in the KOM.  The early breakaways must take much credit here for softening up and wearing out the bunch.
Jeff VF  rode well throughout which got ICC 1st (Wally), 3rd (Alex)and 4th (Jeff) with Tony Unicomb 2nd. Well done to the Sutho boys for an excellent race.

B GRADE REPORT by Neil Arnold
B grade had the biggest field of 20 riders, including Paul Archer from Sutherland.

It was Scott Hamilton who did the best TT in what was undoubtedly the closest TT and field over the 5 grades, with almost the whole bunch coming in with the same time in the 27km SR.

An assortment of bikes from standard roadies to full bore TT machines lined up for the start of the 9km race against the clock. When the last of the riders was home it was Scott Hamilton who found himself in the lead with a sizzling time of 12:46. Four other riders had broken the 13 minute barrier including Sutherland rider Paul Archer lying just 4 seconds behind Hamilton.

The 27km scratch race that followed the time trial was aggressive as expected with repeated attacks from Andrew Rutty from the Nowra Velo Club, Peter Cooper and others. In the end the bunch stayed together for the final sprint which was won by Archer who had amassed a 15 second time bonus at the end of the day.

The time bonuses for the sprints caused a minor reshuffling on GC with Archer now sitting in first place 10 secs clear of Hamilton with track sprinter Chris Murray 4 secs back in third and strongman Hans Battaerd 3 secs further back in fourth.  With less than one minute separating the top 10 riders, Sunday’s 67km race was set up to be a cracker.

Sunday dawned cold and clear as the riders rolled away. Neil Arnold decided to warm himself and the bunch up by riding off the front soon after the start. Rob Hernandez and Archer’s teammate Michael Haywood soon joined him and the trio built a lead of about 20 seconds on the main field. On the flats of Yallah, Archer rode across the gap and began to work with the group driving the bunch up and over Marshall Mount. Haywood took KOM points with Hernandez second. Sensing the danger of the yellow jersey out front, the chasers got organized and hauled the four back just before the dog track on the first lap.

Jeff Gray then launched a counterattack with Arnold but the two were brought back shortly after Hooker Hill. The sprint on lap 1 saw Archer take the time bonus, immediately after which Gray attacked again taking Lou Caruana, Battaerd, Mick Buffet, Keith Bennett, Rob Hernandez and Arnold with him.

With the top three GC missing the break, the seven Illawarra riders dropped the hammer with some massive initial turns by Battaerd and Caruana to establish the gap. Behind, Hamilton and Archer worked desperately to keep their tour hopes alive but were struggling to pull back the lead group. Up front, Hernandez took the second lap KOM, with Arnold taking the sprint bonus from Bennett.

The group stayed together on lap 3 until the steep side of Marshall Mount where Battaerd became unhitched. Hernandez took the KOM points again as the leaders headed for home with Gray marshalling the Illawarra riders. The final sprint saw Buffet narrowly beat Arnold with Herdandez in third. The yellow jersey group came in 38 seconds behind the leaders.

In the end it was the closest finish seen across the five grades. The breakaway had seen overnight leaders Archer and Hamilton slip down the GC to fourth and fifth respectively. Buffet’s final sprint bonus saw him move from eighth overnight to third overall. One second ahead in second place was Caruana up from fifth, with Arnold taking the overall win by two seconds aided by his sprint bonuses.

In the KOM competition, Hernandez was a clear winner with Arnold second
